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The K.G

“Teaching children is an accomplishment; getting children excited about learning is an
achievement, and it is the teacher who makes that difference
not the classroom.”

This statement has been proved with the utmost ease during
the course of this pandemic. Academic session 2020-21
started with an inordinate confusion and panic to the entire
humankind, but the teaching and learning process never
demanded a halt.

At K.R.Mangalam World school, Vaishali, we teachers began
the academic year through online sessions. On-screen classes
for the little ones of K.G was indeed a challenge. As the
children of this age mainly learn everything through practical
means, they needed hands-on experience of the topics they
were studying. Above all, the challenge was to make them sit
in front of the screen as children generally prefer movement. Keeping all these
challenges in mind, we, the K.G. team, under the guidance of our Principal,
Ms Yashika Bhardwaj and the pre-primary coordinator, Ms Neha Sharma,
managed to plan the academics in such a way that helped the students find the
online learning fun and exciting.

We started the Academic session on April 2020. Our first motive was to make
the students familiar with the online learning. Even though this
generation of children are well familiar with many technologies,
learning through a virtual classroom was still a new experience for
them. We started our session in ‘Zoom Application’, and we kept
a very short time for the class. A half an hour Zoom session was
scheduled daily for the students of grade K.G. The teachers started
the session with activities, songs, stories, and rhymes, and then a daily talk with the
students to familiarise themselves with the teachers. Parents also accompanied the
students during those sessions. We explained the rules of online classes, usage of
Mute and Unmute and how to switch on the camera.

Once they could get familiar with the teachers and the online classes, the K.G.
team started working on the ways to manage more academic topics in one session.
In the meantime, we shifted to a better portal, MS Teams, soon after the summer
vacation in the month of July. Students by then were much familiar with this
online technology. We included various activities along with the academics. We made proper
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day-wise planner which was shared with the parents to ensure a smoother flow of our online
sessions. 3

The K.G. team decided to start the days with the prayer, followed by the ‘circle
time” which was made possible even without actually sitting in a circle. During
this, we conducted small discussions with the children about various topics like
weather, date, and day. We also celebrated their birthdays on the particular dates
during this time. Along with this, we took the time to greet each other in fun

ways by giving virtual hugs, high-fives, and fist-bumps. By that time, the A
children were well acquainted with their new peers and teachers. #3
To make the learning more interesting, the K.G team with the special guidance of the Super e o
Seven, discovered various online applications and sites that provided us with the facility to \
create interactive games and quizzes related to the topics. This made a huge difference in the ;
teaching route. w

In the meantime, the K.G team expanded the daily-class timings from just half-an-hour to a /
complete one-and-a-half-hour session. We decided to include only two {
subjects in a day along with some activities and games. During this, the

students were given a break-time of ten minutes, throughout which a &/
timer was set by the teachers, where a three-minute video of moral
stories was positively played. =

We also began including the activities mentioned in the almanac,
besides the ongoing academics. Class assemblies were conducted
virtually, where the topics were divided amongst the students, who
provided us with their respective videos. The final assembly was thus
conducted by simply compiling those bits of efforts. We also conducted
monthly competitions, along with the Kkiddies Kkitchenette, and
celebrated monthly festivals.

The most innovative step for us were the monthly excursions, where we came up with several
ideas and explored them through a series of virtual tours.

We also conducted story time with hand puppets.

Along with that, we conducted a virtual Annual Class
Presentation on the topic ‘Amazing World of Plants’, which
was a live performance. To make this event a success, the
teachers took additional time after the class to help the students
practice every day. It indeed was a memorable show for all the
students, parents, and teachers alike.

By the mid-term, our students had well adapted to this new
‘normal’, and they became responsible enough to be viewed as
independent by the teachers.

A recent addition to our numerous activities was ‘Widen Your Horizon’. This age, we realised,
is an amazing period for the children to learn new facts beyond the academics, and hence, we
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decided to discuss about some uncommon animals in our world. We
researched about their facts and found interesting videos and pictures for the
same.

Even before these troubling times, at KRM, we always carried both curricular
as well as co-curricular activities. Now, during our virtual classes, we decided
it as best to follow the same. The students had Physical Education classes,
along with dance and music classes every week which boosted their morale
increasingly.

It is certainly pride that | feel when | say that my team has been performing so splendidly. We
have been able to successfully conduct all the virtual classes and activities till the very end of

November.

-Chithraja Nair,
Class Representative of Grade K.G.
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